
 
 
Dear Compact Signer, 
 
Happy Spring! (or Fall for those of you in the southern hemisphere) 
 
In this Update: 
Compact Meeting Update and Important Reminders 
Compact Signer Compliance Progress Tracker Preview/Compliance Deadlines 
Save the Date: Natural Beauty Summit  
New Campaign for Safe Cosmetics Report: No More Toxic Tub 
 
Compact Meeting Update and Important Reminders 
We have some new and exciting news regarding Compact Compliance we’d like to share with you. In 
addition, we encourage you to visit the Compact Signer Tools webpage (www.safecosmetics.org/cstools) 
to read the notes and view presentations from our recent Compact Signer Meeting and Roundtable held 
on March 5, 2009 in Anaheim, CA. The meeting focused on new and simplified Compact Compliance 
guidelines and an update on the Campaign’s policy work. 
 
In addition to this information, we’d like to include a few reminders: 

 Signer graphics, notes from previous signer meetings, and an updated Compact Signer 
Handbook can be found on the web at www.safecosmetics.org/cstools. Please bookmark 
this page, because you cannot navigate to it from our website.  

 
 If you make changes to your company information – your website, your email, and more, 

please let us know. We rely on this information to keep you updated regarding the 
campaign. Email cengel@breastcancerfund.org to update your company contact 
information. 

 
Compact Signer Compliance Progress Tracker Preview/Compliance Deadlines 
It has taken some time, but we are ready to unveil the new Compact Compliance Progress Tracker. The 
Progress Tracker is a graphical representation of Compact Signer progress in meeting the Compact for 
Safe Cosmetics and will help to both reflect your efforts as a Compact Signer and make this a more 
meaningful pledge for cosmetic safety and transparency to the public.  
 
The Progress Tracker is currently live and visible for you to preview. To view this just login to Skin Deep 
using your user name and password issued to you when you signed the Compact. The Progress Tracker 
will appear on your company’s page on Skin Deep after you log in here 
http://cosmeticsdatabase.com/compact_signers/.  If you need your password contact Connie at 
cengel@breastcancerfund.org 
 
The Progress Tracker is not presently visible to the public, but will go live on April 20, 2009. 
 
We strongly encourage you to login today, to see where you stand on compliance. When you do, you 
will be able to preview the Progress Tracker, which highlights six steps to compliance with the Compact. 
These steps match the newly updated compliance steps at the very bottom of this email.  
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Green = in compliance 
Gray = this step is neither complete nor required to be complete based upon your sign date and 
compliance timeline 
Red = out of compliance. 
 
See the UPDATED signer handbook for year-by-year Compliance requirements—we have streamlined 
Compact implementation steps and these are outlined in the new handbook. If you signed before 
January 1, 2007, your compliance will be based upon a January 1, 2007 sign date. 
 
We applaud those of you have met your yearly milestones. For those of you who are out of 
compliance, the most common issues are: 

1) You have not entered any products thus far, and are required to do so based upon your sign 
date. If you signed more than a year ago, then you should have entered all of your products and 
all of your ingredients 

2) You have entered your products, but the number of products entered does not match the 
number of products you report manufacturing. This number is requested on the page 
immediately after you login. (In other words, if you manufacture 24 products, then you will 
enter the number “24” in the first window after you login to you private Company page on Skin 
Deep. You should also enter 24 distinct products. If these numbers do not match, then you will 
be shown as out of compliance). In many cases, this is an oversight, so please correct this 
number to reflect the products you manufacture, and enter all of your products into Skin Deep. 
Once this is complete, wait 5 business days (it’s likely this update will occur more quickly), then 
check back to see if your entries have been updated. If issues remain, contact 
skindeep@ewg.org for ingredient issues or skindeep.technical@ewg.org for error pages or other 
technical issues related to the website. 

 
Compact Signer Status levels 
As part of the revised Compliance Steps, we have created three levels of signer involvement. This came 
about as we realized that some of the Compact requirements were difficult for signers to meet. We very 
much acknowledge that the majority of our signers are motivated to be part of the Compact due to a 
sincere commitment to safer products. At the same time, we’ve learned that issues in the supply chain 
may limit some elements of ingredient disclosure and safety substantiation. The three levels of signer 
involvement are meant to address these issues, so that companies of all sizes can meet pertinent goals 
of the Compact in different and appropriate ways. Please see the updated compliance steps attached in 
this email and the updated signer handbook at www.safecosmetics.org/cstools for a full explanation 
of these different levels of Compact compliance status. 
 
Gold Member status: meet all compliance goals, including full disclosure of all ingredients. This includes 
proprietary ingredients, fragrances and all composite ingredients. Gold level members must also submit 
data substantiating the safety of ingredients included in their products.  
 
Member: Requires meeting compliance goals, including full disclosure of all ingredients. This includes 
proprietary ingredients, fragrances and all composite ingredients. Members can submit a full list of 
studies they reviewed to assess product or ingredient safety and documentation of a request to 
ingredient supplier to provide and make public all available safety studies. If those studies are not 
provided by the ingredient supplier documentation of the suppliers response should be included. 
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Supporter: Requires meeting compliance goals, with the exception of full disclosure of composite and 
proprietary ingredients, including fragrance. To retain supporter status, signers must submit a letter 
from their supplier stating that the supplier will not disclose the constituent ingredients of these 
composites. In addition, supporters can submit a full list of studies they reviewed to assess product or 
ingredient safety and documentation of a request to ingredient supplier to provide and make public all 
available safety studies. If those studies are not provided by the ingredient supplier documentation of 
the suppliers response should be included. 
 
Compact signers (who signed prior to April 20, 2008) who have made no moves toward compliance by 
June 20, 2009 will be removed as Compact signers on June 20, 2009.  
 
We hope these steps will help companies illustrate their commitment to the Compact and make this a 
meaningful pledge of safety and transparency, while removing companies who have not actively 
participated in the Compact from the list of signers. 
 
On behalf of the Campaign for Safe Cosmetics thank you for all of your efforts to protect the health of 
your customers and the health of the planet by participating in the Compact for Safe Cosmetics. 
 
The attached document explains these changes in detail: 

1) Steps to Compact compliance – describes each of the steps to compliance and the compliance 
requirements for each level of membership. 

 
In addition, you can find the following documents at the Compact Signer Tools website: 
www.safecosmetics.org/cstools 

1) Compact Signer Meeting Notes, March 5, 2009, Anaheim, CA. This includes an outline of the 
compliance steps and the Progress Tracker on Skin Deep. 

2) Powerpoints and materials presented at the March 5, 2009 Compact Signer meeting: This 
includes two presentations regarding the signer Progress Tracker, and Guidelines. 

3) The revised and updated Compact Signer Handbook with year-by-year instructions for 
Compliance. 

4) Links to Skin Deep, Campaign for Safe Cosmetics Contact information on who can help you with 
what, graphics for your website, and more! 

  

 

SAVE THE DATE: NATURAL BEAUTY SUMMIT AMERICA, 7 & 8 MAY 2009! 

Sheraton Hotel, New York, NY  

As a company working to make safer, natural products available to the public, we wanted to share 
information about an upcoming event relevant to you. The Natural Beauty Summit America, to be held 
May 7-8, 2009 in New York, aims to bring together key stake-holders and create a forum to learn and 
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discuss the key challenges the cosmetics industry faces in the areas of natural and organic products as 
well as sustainability. Natural Beauty Summit America 2009 will focus on two of the major 
developments in the beauty industry: natural & organic standards, and the use of food ingredients in the 
cosmetics (major product development, formulation and marketing issues). We are organizational 
supporters of this event and we hope that for those of you able to attend, it will help you in your efforts 
to create safer, more sustainable products. Here is a link to the website where you can learn more, 
download the conference program and register for the conference. There is a 10% discount for early 
booking before April 4th (deadline extended) and an additional 20% discount for returning attendees.  
Information and registration at: http://www.naturalbeautysummit.com/. 
 

New Campaign for Safe Cosmetics Report 

No More Toxic Tub: Getting Contaminants Out of Children's Bath & 
Personal Care Products 

Despite marketing claims like “gentle” and “pure,” dozens of top-selling 
children’s bath products are contaminated with the cancer-causing 
chemicals formaldehyde and 1,4-dioxane, according to the March 2009 
Campaign for Safe Cosmetics report, "No More Toxic Tub." 

This study is the first to document the widespread presence of both 
formaldehyde and 1,4-dioxane  in bath products for children, including 
baby shampoos, bubble baths and baby lotions. Many products tested 
contained both chemicals. 

Learn more: http://safecosmetics.org//article.php?id=414  

 
Once again, on behalf of the Campaign for Safe Cosmetics, our 150 endorsing organizations and 
thousands of grassroots supporters, thank you for all the important work you do on this vital health and 
environmental issue. 
 
Warm regards, 
Lisa 
 
Lisa Archer  
National Coordinator 
Campaign for Safe Cosmetics  
larcher@breastcancerfund.org 

415-346-8223 x13 

Guide to the Compact - 6 major steps for Compact compliance 
Version 2.0- streamlining revisions, 3/1/09 
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1. Comply with the EU Cosmetics Directive formulation standards, in all markets 
2. Disclose all ingredients 
3. Publish and regularly update product information in EWG’s Skin Deep database 
4. Comply with ingredient prohibitions and restrictions under the Compact for Safe Cosmetics 
5. Substantiate the safety of all products and/or ingredients with publicly available data 
6. Participate in the Campaign for Safe Cosmetics 

 
The Campaign for Safe Cosmetics rates companies who sign the Compact for Safe Cosmetics as either “Gold 
member,” “Member,” or “Supporter” status, depending on their progress in implementing the Compact. Gold 
member status is reserved for companies in full compliance with all 6 Compact provisions, including fully 
substantiating the safety of all products or ingredients with publicly available data. Member and Supporter status 
are designated for companies that meet alternate, less stringent standards detailed below.  
 
1. Comply with the EU Cosmetics Directive formulation standards, in all markets 
Companies must comply with the formulation standards of the EU Cosmetics Directive upon signing the Compact. 
This means that as a minimum standard of safety, all products sold worldwide must be free of the over 1,100 toxic 
ingredients banned from personal care products by the EU. (Required for Gold Member, Member, and Supporter 
status.) 
 
 

2. Disclose all ingredients 
Companies must disclose all ingredients on product labels or product inserts, and on 
company websites, within 1 year of signing the Compact. This includes all components 
of fragrance and other proprietary blends. 
 
The Compact requires that companies use the INCI (International Nomenclature of 
Cosmetic Ingredients) system for ingredient labeling, as required in the EU, except in 2 
cases: 1) for INCI mixtures, where the Compact requires full listing of components; and 
2) for ingredients for which the Campaign has determined that alternate 

nomenclature provides greater transparency and clarity for consumers. The Campaign 
encourages companies’ suggestions on ingredient nomenclature. 

 

¶ Gold Member and Member status – requires full compliance 

¶ Supporter status – requires submission to Campaign of official denial of 
request for ingredient disclosure from ingredient supplier, for one or more 
proprietary mixtures. 

 
 

3. Publish and regularly update product information in EWG’s Skin Deep database 
Within 1 year of signing the Compact, companies must enter information for all products they make or market into 
Environmental Working Group’s (EWG) Skin Deep database. Companies must disclose all product ingredients and 
use the INCI system for ingredient nomenclature, subject to the exceptions noted previously. Companies must 
update information when products are introduced, reformulated or discontinued, and must review their data at 
least annually. (Required for Gold Member, Member, and Supporter status.) 
 
Skin Deep is an online cosmetic safety database created by EWG (a Campaign partner and founding member) that 
provides safety information on over 8,000 ingredients used in more than 40,000 personal care products. Product 
ingredients are cross-referenced against 60 toxicity and regulatory databases from around the world.  Companies – 
and consumers – can use Skin Deep to generate comprehensive reports detailing adverse health impacts linked to 
cosmetics ingredients.  
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4. Comply with ingredient prohibitions and restrictions under the Compact for Safe Cosmetics 
Within 2 years of signing the Compact or within 1 year of publication of a new standard, companies must comply 
with ingredient prohibitions and restrictions under the Compact for Safe Cosmetics, including: 

a. Ingredient standards recommended or mandated by national health agencies overseeing cosmetics 
safety, including in the U.S., Japan, Canada, and the E.U.; and recommendations in industry-sponsored 
assessments, including under the International Fragrance Association and the Cosmetic Ingredient Review 
panel of the Personal Care Product Council. These standards include ingredient prohibitions, ingredient 
restrictions, and impurity limits. 

b. Additional ingredient prohibitions and restrictions endorsed by the Campaign for Safe Cosmetics. These 
encompass ingredients known or suspected to be hazardous to humans or the environment based on 
findings of government, industry, or other peer-reviewed assessments. 

(Required for Gold Member, Member, and Supporter status.) 
 

5. Substantiate the safety of all products and/or ingredients with publicly available data 
Within 3 years of signing the Compact and subsequently upon introducing new products to the market, companies 
must submit to the Campaign assessments substantiating the safety of each product or ingredient, demonstrating 
compliance with the standard given below that would ensure a reasonable certainty of no harm from use of the 
products. All studies conducted, reviewed, or used to substantiate safety must be made available to the public, 
including all available information from ingredient suppliers. For members of the Personal Care Product Council, all 
safety dossiers must be made available to the public.  

 
Standard for safety substantiation: Reasonable certainty of no harm: The safety of personal care and 
cosmetic products must be substantiated through peer-reviewed scientific publications or other publicly 
available studies, of a reasonable certainty of no harm from aggregate exposures to the product and its 
component ingredients including impurities, taking into account factors that may increase toxicity or 
penetration of the product or its component chemicals through the skin, including the presence of 
penetration enhancers and the effects of particle size including nanoparticles, and including all anticipated 
cosmetic exposures and all other exposures for which there is reliable information, taking into 
consideration vulnerable populations such as infants and pregnant women.  Safety cannot be 
substantiated in the absence of data. 

Safety substantiation for a cosmetic product must explicitly account for risks posed by impurities, 
ingredient degradates, and reaction products of ingredients, and must be based on an assessment of risk 
that incorporates 1) information about product use patterns including among vulnerable populations such 
as infants and pregnant women; and 2) analysis of the cumulative effects of ingredients, impurities, 
ingredient degradates, and reaction products of ingredients with common health effects or target organs. 
In the case of threshold effects, an additional ten-fold margin of safety shall be applied in assessments of 
risk for pre- and post-natal toxicity for infants and pregnant women.  A different margin of safety may be 
used only if, on the basis of reliable data, such a margin will be safe for infants and pregnant women. 

 

¶ Gold Member status – requires full compliance 

¶ Member and Supporter status – if all studies conducted, used, or reviewed to substantiate safety, 
including safety dossiers required by Personal Care Product Council, are not made publicly available, 
company must submit to Campaign a full list of studies used to assess product or ingredient safety; and 
documentation of request to ingredient supplier to provide and make public all available safety studies, 
and response to request. 

 
6. Participate in the Campaign for Safe Cosmetics 
Companies must be active participants in the Campaign for Safe Cosmetics, engaging in at least one Campaign 
activity annually. Qualifying activities include attending Campaign forums, participating in informational briefing 
calls, providing product data or survey responses, or participating in any other Campaign-sponsored event. 
Compliance with this provision also requires that a company official submit annually a signed statement of 



certification indicating compliance with the Compact, and a completed Compact compliance questionnaire, to the 
Campaign for Safe Cosmetics director. (Required for Gold Member, Member, and Supporter status.) 
 


