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 Household Toxic Chemicals Not Adequately Regulated
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KPBS SAN DIEGO (2004-07-14) A new study finds state and federal laws don't adequately regulate toxic chemicals that end up in many consumer products. KPBS Reporter Erik Anderson has details. 

The report says common household products, like cleaners, paint products, and cosmetics contain a veritable toxic soup of chemicals. Lead, Toluene, and Ethyl Benzene can end up in products, and NOT be listed in the contents. National Environmental Trust spokesman Nick Guroff says more public information is key to understanding the risk. 

Guroff: "Right now there's no way of knowing here in the state of California, at least with regard to cosmetics, whether some of these chemicals are even in the cosmetic product to begin with."

Guroff wants California lawmakers to pass an Assembly Bill 20-12 which requires stricter labeling for cosmetics. He says it would be helpful to have toxic monitoring laws like New Jersey and Massachusetts. Those states track the shipment of toxics in products.
